Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks

Activity 1: Herbert Block Cartoon

News headlines throughout the world heralded the happenings in Montgomery, Alabama, after Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a city bus. And, political cartoonists took pen to paper to share their views on a southern town’s revolution against racial prejudice. One such political cartoonist was Herbert Block.

Block was only nineteen when he “joined the major leagues of newspaper cartoonist” in 1928. His father suggested his pen name by combining his name; thus, Herblock’s career spanned the Great Depression to the new millennium. Herb Block’s “instincts are common-sensical,” according to the late Katherine Graham, former Chair of the Washington Post Company.

Look at this cartoon, where a white man is angry as a black man, walking away, refuses to ride the city bus. Brainstorm a list of what you see in the cartoon.

· In your list, how many items are symbols? What does each symbol represent?

· What adjectives would you use to describe the emotion found in the cartoon?

· How do the actions of the white man differ from that of the black man?

· What is the cartoonist’s message?

· Is there a bias in the cartoon? (Bias takes many forms, such as political, racial, ethnic, or religious intolerance.)

· Who would you agree/disagree with the message?

