Mighty Times- The Legacy of Rosa Parks

Activity 4: “Negroes’ Boycott Cripples Bus Line Article

This January 1956, New York Times special report details the impact of the successful bus boycott on the city’s economy.

· Why would an organized bus boycott put economic strain on the city?

· What was the bus line’s reaction to the boycott’s second month of success?

· Three other African-Americans complied with the bus driver’s demand that they move to give their seats to whites. How might you have felt had you given up your seat while Mrs. Parks held firm in her conviction to keep her seat?

· Mrs. Parks was originally arrested for violating a city segregation ordinance but the charge was later changed to read “a violation of a state law, which gives bus drivers the power to assign and reassign seating.” Why would prosecutors wish to change the charge?

