Mighty Times- The Legacy of Rosa parks

Activity 6: “Negro Minister Convicted of Directing Bus Boycott” Article

This March, 1956, New York Times article details one legal battle leading to the desegregation of Montgomery’s bus lines.

· Dr. King was found guilty under a 1921 statute forbidding the “hindering of a lawful business without just cause or legal excuse.’” Why would prosecutors wish to convict Dr. King? Why would Dr. King and his attorneys appeal the case?

· Judge Eugene Carter, who ruled on the case, was a member of the Dexter Avenue Methodist Church and a member of the church’s board, which decreed, “Negroes who came there should be asked to worship in their colored churches.” Do you feel a man who believed that blacks should worship separately from whites would be the just in his courtroom decisions or interpretation of the law?

