Mighty Times- The Legacy of Rosa Parks

Activity 8: “Integrated Bus Suggestions” Document

Released after the US Supreme court ruling, Integrated Bus Suggestions was written to the African-American community from the Montgomery Improvement Association of which Dr. King was president.

· Why was the message not to “boast” or “brag” about the victory of achieving integrated buses?

· What role did the churches play in supporting and continuing the bus boycott? Why was the churches’ role critical to the success of the bus boycott?

· Why did the suggestions carry with them a religious tenor and tone as well as ending in “God Bless You All”?

· Why do you believe that the Montgomery Improvement Association added the suggestion: “If you feel you cannot take it, walk for another week or two. We have confidence in our people”?

· Find specific examples in the memo reflecting the non-violent approach to integrating public transportation. Why was the continuation of a non-violent behavior crucial to successfully integrating buses?

· Groups reacted differently to the US Supreme Court decision ending bus desegregation. How did the African-American community feel? How did white Americans react?

