Mighty Times- The Legacy of Rosa Parks

Activity 9: “Bus Integration in Alabama Calm” Article

Dr. King’s approach of non-violence was effective in integrating Montgomery’s public transportation as reported in this December 26, 1956, New York Times article.

· Why was it an historical moment for African-Americans to enter through the front door of the bus?

· The White Citizens Council in Montgomery had claimed that if bus desegregation occurred that it would “bring riots and bloodshed,” which did not happen. Write a memo to the White Citizens Council outlining why “riots and bloodshed” did not happen. What role did non-violence play in the successful integration of bus lines?

· Dr. King was accompanied by a white minister, Rev. Glenn Smiley, when sitting on newly integrated buses. What was the significance of two ministers sitting together? What message did it send to those who saw them sit next to each other?

· How did Dr. King’s emphasis on “Christian love” support the non-violence of African-Americans who endured “sneering remarks” by some white passengers?

· A white passenger commented, “I can see this isn’t going to be a white Christmas.” What did he infer? How did the African-American handle the unkind comment?

